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TELECOPY MESSAGE 


DATE: June 1,2004 TRANSMISSION FAX NUMBER: (703) 872-9306 


PLEASE HAND DELIVER THE FOLLOWING TELECOPY MESSAGE TO: 


NAME: Examiner Chi Q. Nguyen; Primary/Supervisory Examiner Carl D. Friedman 
COMPANY: U.S. Patent & Trademark OfiRce 


FROM: Bob Lauson 


RE: Walburger, Modular Shelter System, 1 0/083, 1 78 


TOTAL PAGES (INCLUDING COVER SHEET): 9 
MESSAGE: 

Attached please find several statements attesting to the importance of Mr. Walburger's 
invention and supporting our contentions of nonobviousness. Additionally attached is an 
addendum showing possible arrangements of the self-contained, individual modules. 

We await hearing from you responsive to our fax dated May 27^^ including when a 
telephone interview with Examiner Friedman may be held. 

cc Randy Walburger 



PLEASE CALL (310) 546-8170 IF THIS TELECOPY MESSAGE IS INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE. 

This message is Intended only for the use of the indrvidual or entity to wtiich It Is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confldential and 
exempt from disclosure under appllcaljle law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the 
message to the intended recipient, you are heretjy notified that any dissemination, distritxjtion, or copying of this communication issthcOy prohibited. If you have 
receivad this communicatian in error, please notify us Immediately by telephone and return ihe original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal 
Service. Thank you. 
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A^ORDABIF HOUSING fOS AIL ANO AN END TO HOMELES^'ESS 


August 1 1, 2003 


TO V/HOM MAY C(5IVIt.:KRN: 


I 


RE: S.HJE!LI^«T.£JEL(SttpportInsHomeIess£xlstcBceLca^ 
Receivers) 



Please aoccpt tbis letter orauppon £br fiondv Wolbos^ and his piDje^ 
(SJI£XXF^JL, WalbaEger Modules and the S1IJE-LXE.R. DfCfhht Centere 
£br die faomdefi^). 

Rancly lias {vcscnted liiss ideas, skcfehesL -websilft mfomiation and litexatiiM: at 
oxiraanimi coa^moce the past Uvo ynam. As v/e dfe^ with Califbniias 
licmelr$snc^<% i S57iics cm a deily b2i5ns^ wc have been intrigoed wftb dbc concept of 
m^ular sheltcn; for cvsmlfihr use and dayiime drop-in cemers Ibr the le^uus» 
iK^ndess peopit? ufeo so desperately need some induBdun in badi«; liiunan rigltts 
(sticf) tiSjbcixiQ able lo deep vriihuul fair ofairesi). 

Wc have lo accept the fact thui fucMlmg avoikibie for homelcsstiess isfixes \vfli 
never come elosc to xneetnig the cdiud ticeds. We, therefoin^ need people like 
Randy to be able to research and test hh ptojcets — pxqjects thai could provide n 
much needed ahemaiive to die lelatively lew shelter bedsand timdiinru)! irnits 
currently available. CIomelessTie;s needs aconvnimtty^haficd snlutkm. and these 
module unrts are sonail (550 sq. tIK arfnnhihle, and ean be easitf disbmsed 
mihm cur cGovnimitfcsL ^ 

Because his ideas tia\« merit and prorOse, we Cuniniuniiy Partticrs to ol&r 
piqjeel spoosonrhip to Mr. Walburger and S J LE.L.TJZ JC 

Sbieeieiv* 

^ Susan WiHiaim 

□izector of Comnn minninns & FvsmLs 

HcviTfig Cj^Sfdrtla is a statewide c^olriCflt ol noos'^JoJit de/ek-psrj, homdess service otgar ieoJiurn aiiJ urbw hw>?Dg cdyocctfed. 
Ou' '«400 nicaiscn co^J^ a6o?^dabJo wn*5^ otid owo«ro£Ci»pt«d Koosing on<< nftncnriA KonWrns ihfilterSL 

J Siiic;^'^ Su3e 3 400 > Socro-n^Wo, CA95B14 v/wvr.hogangcQLcrc 
AffnjiBisfrntffio/Cnnteref^te: (91 447-f 86»' 4- Ktolfcy: ??l 6J 447^053 1 ♦ FAX p I (5)^447-0^ 
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TO MAY €:0\n -MN: 


&C«AVCt J ) 

Please accept rhiA letter of support ^rRmJ^ Walbitr^cr ;^tul a& piuiucii; 

Eiuidy Iiasprcscnictv his ideas, sketches, wl)s:i& irtformation ami Ittcmiiirc ai 
our aunuai conference the pist t v^o ycats. A*;^ v.;c deal vvi th Culinjmkis; 
htrnelessnc?i5 issues on a ddly bads, u^e iwv«* been liitHswa ivith thccr»noc|>( of 
i3LHhilar sJi-Ken fbr overtim use and d^hmcrtmtviTi cmtm thr rte b^ions of 

(liwch as bciCfid^e i?lccp wiiha(ti fg;ir of OTCStX 

Wffliavs lo accept the feci ihcifanding avdlablc for lioj:iefeNS^icss i5ssixcs will 
never come <loss to meeting the actiial /iccds. Wv. ilficrxrrorv, need people :ike 
RfinrJv to ^bl^^ to ree^arcl: and tuitl Ku projccis j>roic»t5 ikrt coaH|ircvi(k a 
nuK-hneecKrd alietFifttive tc Hie relaiively Kew <;h^4rw Kwfe trnd trnnsiuiond units 
airncntly avi«UiUte. lloiiK»lessnes*:j needs a <ornmunily-bascd soluliaa^ and Ihese 

wiihin cur ccixmiuitidefL 

Bocauss; liii idcziH have merit and |iioriu*c^ vvc u£^ Coimiunitv Partacrc in nfl'er 
y nines A. BSbcter 

L;nr l n/rnSii^'s disuelcp anoxc^sla r^'Ub^lrs.r w^ti^^^^f ,^XM •»ci^<rng srd ^omfrUu 
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^'"powering people to rebwld their /^^ 


Wifjht Lic}h: Youth 
Ou'.rt-a*:?". S^itviio'. 


September 25, 2003 

Ms. Sharla Strong 

Comm un ity Partners 

606 South Olive Street, Suite 2400 

Los Angeles, CA 90014 

Re: S.H.E.L.T.E.R. Concept for Modular Units 

Dear Ms. Strong: 

f have had the opportunity to review the materials prepared by Randy Walburger 
regarding his concept to develop and test the usefulness of S.H.£.L.T.E.R/s modular units 
for homeless people. Mr. WaJbutger and I have also discussed in more detail the peuticulars 
around the design ajid implementation of the modules. His passion for the project is evident 
and he has been a consistent advocate for creating safe alternatives to living on the streets. As 
the director of an .agency that struggles with the challenges of finding adequate shelter for 
hundreds of people a year, I can appreciate the difficulty he faces in trying to create 
additional places for people to sleep. 

I believe his concept has merit and deserves to be piloted to test its effectiveness. The 
obvious challenges of finding adequate space to locate the modules, overcoming 
neighborhood resistance, and complying with whatever building and safety or fire codes 
would be imposed are issues facing ail shelter providers. Those should not be the reasons to 
impede the development of this concept If those obstacles can be overcome^ and adequate 
resources to operate'the program can be identified without negatively impacting the current 
bed inventory or services, this concqjt might provide a valuable addition to the current 
emergency shelter system. It is not the solution to homelessness. It is a humane and 
potentially cost effective way to provide temporary shelter in a safe environment for people 
who would otherwise be lefit to live on the streets exposed to the elements. 

Without accessible year round shelter in all regions througliout Los Angeles county 
we will continue to see increasing numbers of homeless people living on the streets and in 
public areas. The current system doesn't have tlie capacity to house everyone who desires 
shelter. We must be creative in using our resources effectively to expand capacity and 
providgj>pportunities for people to move off the streets. S.H JE.L.T.E.R.*s modules may 
I opportunity. 



irector 


cc: Randy Walburger 
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Tuesday, November 25, 2003 
To Wfaonl It May Concern: 

i 

Rc: S-H4-L-T-E.R. Concept for aiocfular units 

After bav^g reviewed the materials penaining to Raady Walburger's 
modular sluelter tmiiSy and after having listened to bis presentation of the 
details an^ specifics for the application of this innovative idea, I believe 
this conccjpt is worthy of further consideration and pilot testing. 
In this enf of decreased funding lor services and incieased demand for 
services<» k is necessaiy for all of us to be open-minded and willing to 
explore afeniative, forvvard-tbinktng ideas that supidement the existing 
system of^shelter for the homeless. 

This conciept will not solve homelessness^ nor do I think it should attempt 
to rqpjaoeithe existing eractgency shelter system. It rosy, however, prove 
to be a valuable component of our current continuum of caze modeU 
There would be challenges in establishing this modular concept (space, 
ftmdxng» Security, public iesist£»ce, building codes), but these challenges 
should n0i overshadow the challenges our community faces in addressing 
the fact that people are left to sleep on our streets, in our parks, exposed to 
the elemdnits. 

I am willing to provide some oversight and objective evaluation of a pilot 
testing pipject if d^e opportunity presented itself To condone or to reject 
this conc^ prior to objective testing of its effectiveness^ practicality, and 
humanity- seems to suggest a level of hypocrisy that is unaflbrdable tn our 
current ctf sis of homelessness. 


Faithfully yours, 

Theodore M. Dues 
Executive Director 
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ADDENDUM 

Typical layouts: 


Common area - 
b nches, patio 
furniture, etc. 





Common area - 
benches, patio 
fumrture, etc. 



Key 

■ Sleeping module (2 high) 
[ 3.5' X 9.5' ] 
Sanitary Module 
[9.5' x 9.51 


NOTES: 

1. Optional *feet' stabilize modules on rough ground, allow for drainaoe 
underneath. 

2. Sleeping modules are normally faced alternately front/rear far 
privacy, but their fiexibJe design aUouvs them to be faced aN front or 
even Irent/side or tronirrear/slde. Side stacking pennlts 3-liigh 
slacking, allowing 6 gueste in a 9.5' x 9.5' square area (step ladder 
or ramp required to enter/exit top tier.) 
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FRONT VIEW -Standard 
design, altematrng front 
and rear facings 


FRONT VIEW -Special 
design with all modules 
opening to front 




FRONT VIEW of optional three-telr 
application. Interlock design allows 
custom stacking, widening t>ase. 
increasing stability, allowing thinl 
tier to conserve space. Ladder or 
ramp(not shown) required to 
enter/exit top tier. 


TOP VIEW of three-tier applica- 
tion. Note that first and third tier 
are aligned for stability. 
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